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October 1, 2025 
 
 
Shane Grube 
Hebgen Basin Fire District 
P.O. Box 1508 
West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
 
 
Dear Mr. Grube, 
 
This letter is to inform you that, according to the requirements set forth by Montana Code 
Annotated § 7-6-1501 (2023), the Hebgen Basin Fire District Resort Area (see attached map) 
qualifies as a resort area and is, with this letter, designated as such by the Montana 
Department of Commerce. This decision is based on facts presented in the “Hebgen Basin 
Rural Fire District Resort Area Designation Report,” prepared by Commerce’s Senior 
Economist, Benjamin Gill. Mr. Gill analyzed the Hebgen Basin Fire District in accordance with 
the statutory requirements.   
 
According to the report, the Hebgen Basin Fire District Resort Area meets the criteria of 
being an unincorporated, geographically contiguous area with a population of less than 2,500 
residents and derives the major portion of its economic well-being from businesses catering 
to the recreational and personal needs of persons traveling to or through the area for 
purposes not related to their income production. Data provided in the report indicate that 
more than 50% of the area’s total employment and labor income come from the non-
business travel (tourism) segment of the area’s economy.  
 
Due to the confidential nature of the employment and wage data contained within the 
“Hebgen Basin Rural Fire District Resort Area Designation Report”, a summarized version of 
the report will be provided for your use in the coming weeks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mandy Rambo 
Deputy Director, Department of Commerce 
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